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th do9© ſaid, &c; A Benediftion ſure 
2 of a moſt ſtrange impor- 
Jas tance : Tf to bring forth one 
32 : that is to be: a large deſtru- 
Ction, if to be deliver'd of a | 
Child'that muſt be for the 
fall of, many and the. kil:ing of the Mother's 
ſelf, bf if Swords and-Ruines be com- 
forts, then my 'Text is full of theſe : But' if | 
chis be; to,Bleſs., what. is, it- to forzſpeakand: 
abede ill? Yet however ominous and. farall: | 
the-wordsare'; they give us the event.) and;; | 
the deſane t99 'of. the Bleſſed; Incarvation of. | 
the Son of God, the Child of thisText andof | 
this Seaſon'z aſhore view of Geds Counſel in 
1t-z and wake of it, _—_ feb intheſe 


partioulass, ; | U 
| B | I, This 
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E8. This Child i is ; for the fall of many. 

2, For the " 4 again of many. 

3, For a fue: with. the . quality 'of "that 
ſigne, he 1s for a [i gue that my © Plas 


| ec Counſel and Deſyneof this ts ; Geni- 


preordain 'dtobe all this, 
:Firft of the firlt effect , This Child ts for the 
fall of many,.' -- 
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whereby many meh ſet this Child for the 
| own fal};” while they makehis holy'Tyne- th 
be but amore ſolemne. oportunity of firing 
We know many celebrate this great Feſtival 
with: Surfers & Exceſles uſual appendages of 
Oaths'and Curſes the inpredients 
of Grining' ; Dallyance and Laſciviouſnefs 
| the-attendants of! xp of all which this 
| ſeems as is werethe Arfverſary; a fet thi 
' fdr their rewawy -i/ Ties indeed the Iſraelites 
did fotemnize: the Birch of their Ids/-C af, 


F 


[ 


| | [x02 33 ; | Thiy' fate down i Eat and Drink., and voſe” » ti 


9. And'multwe” octebrate this Child too 
that Caif,,! becauſs: he 'way-bork aittong 
«Ik ? And muſt tus Votaries 2lfo be-of 


fyed in the word here. xare; ' he is fet., 'and 
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the Heard ? Andhe'live and rſhip'd al- 
| wayes' in 4/\Stable'2 | Bee ” God 6 Fn 


| ex, mull yep therefore: JE beaſts ? Ts it 


Looineſs ,: that -d1d/: come unto the World 
apondeligns of Holineſs, to ſertlea moſt ſtrict 


then chis 5 and certainly. there is, nothing of. 
Gods Connſel mit. Keeping whoſe time 
| ſeems nothing elſe but a conſtant Ae Feſtival; al- 
wayes hath che Leiſure, and the Plenties, and 
che . Sparts of one , who. as to theſe chings 
| koep 2 Chrrfbnas all their lite , this ſeaſon as 
irdoes not ſeem to challenge thoſe things toit 
ſelf peculiarly, fo I ſhall not now inſiſt on 
| chem; batproceed to thoſe wayes by which 
Simeon did Prophecy, This Child would be for 
the fail of many un Iſrael. And they are 
th 


ree, 
|: 36 This Child whom 1 bac nc al 
God thad prepar d to bethe Glory wig 1 
Tſrael, yethis Birth was fomglonious, and 
Life pus Te toit, ſrall be fo meanand 
 poar,,/ and 'bis Death 1o full of ſhame and 
cnrfe.,; thar theſe ſhall'prove-a Jraxdal 'to 


fic to. honous. that /Child with” Imquicy and | 


tixprapl, who ſhall be efendal archer, | 


and 
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with prejudices: of 'a a 


being: repoſſeſt- 
Pampous Royal Meſſub they * eilknocelieve 


in this , but rejeCta: Cc A that. comes up- 
on:thoſe diſadvancages ,/which will Thcerdote 


| proveoccaſions of falling, to them. 


-Thatic was fois expreſsly faid , Bebold, 1 

la by in Sion athitf corner ſtone,a ſtone of Pumbling, 
and a rock of offence; And that it wasToupon 

is accounts clear, 'The great ones: oe out 


1 
of him, Thes fellow we know not whence he 1s : 


'They that ſeem'd to know whence did up- 

him with it,-{s not this the Carpenter ? 
And therefore with a deal of ſcorn they qu 
ſtion, Do any of the Rulers or thePhariſees be 


| FE ? Yea,Cbrift himſelf knew this would be | 


ſo great a ſcandal that in the '11 Chapter of 
St. Mathew, in the cloſe of - many | Miracles | 
which he wrought on purpoſe ro demonſtrate 


he was the Meſſiah he adds verſ, 6, and Bleſſed 


| ts he that ſhall not be'offended in me, © As if || 


he thought his mean condition would ' prove 
a greater argument againit him then his | 

nignty works: were-for him : andit were a | 
v Prodigy to ſee the. S aviour of the world; 
the promiſed AHeſſrah,poor and abject, then to 
ſee one cure the od, and heal the Lame and 
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chavvwy any: he would "_ fo we 09 them be- 
even him, Q IV £/ 


| +11 Arid ecally;thacithe Ki adm of che Me: I 
frab, which che Prophets di d expreſs in terms 


as high as their own ror nd Raptutes, 


Im tranſported words; as if-j6V ied with Gods 


Domimon, botir for extent: and? for duration,” 
ſhould prove at laſt an-Empire otiely over 
twelve poar . Fiſhermen and Publicans,-and one 


| of thenda Traztor.too: © And chat He that 


was: born this” Kzng, ' ſhould be'.born''ifi 'a 
Stable, while he liv'id that he ſhould not 
have an hole to put his Head in, nor his Corps in 
when he died, but his. Grave: too \tuſt be 
Cherity,) this would ſtartle any that did wait 
for he Redemption of Iſrael int thoſe glorious 
expreſſes which the Prophets traCt ir out in, 

To you-indeed that ave V otaries to this Child; 


advantages Can give no prejudice : However 


| mean and abject his condition were, that 


cannot make:you to deſpiſe him, 'who from 
that mu(t--needs refle&t how: dear'you were 


| God, when for Fm ſakes meexly: hebe- 


pace the Dead ;/and they rhightthink they ha@ | 
' Miracte ro: confirm their unbelief, 
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are confirm'd Chriſtians, theſe ſeeming dif-| 


—_ —_ 


Calne: 


RE > womans. 2 NG en th 
wr = 64 er EG, I 8 . _ - 


Wu . 


_— —— 


| came fo mean; fand-abject, 1He.beramd: poprs 


| 2 Cor.8.9. {aich St. Paul, that you through ns poverty mi be. 
| be made rich « He was made Ha perry ag 
that you might be made Sons of God; 0C Was. | 
| | to pay. the price. of, your ;Retkemption tht he 
&.- au ſo; emprigd wſeiſ'; 'thus he valuod you's and 
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Phil. 11.7. 
are.not ther; tuzys:of love; 'its pallionare, ob- 
ligung, raviſhung effects do nor uſe to bechus 
H- Gon puns fall, who knowhe deſcended. only 


ad -— mwman 


'to e; you" aþ to glory, | Bat 'tis:worth 
| inquiry, why, {uice it was ccrtaine, that for 
this, this Child ſhould be the fall of iſrael; 
| chat forghys chey-would reject han, und che 
meanneſs of his-condition would/ prove gnen- 
removeable obſtruction to: their belief, 2s 
is to-thisday/;7 Why yet he would chooſe to 
be born ia a condition fo 1n the wrmolt! ex- 
tream £o fats avwn —_ Fx all on 06 
to his Divinity , and fo fcemurgly oppoſe 
' [to the very end of his comming. og 


The Jew indeed, will find no excuſe: for 


his infidelicy from this conditwn: 'for wha 
cverthat were, yet thoſe Miracles that mods! 
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the Dew'ly hovenfeſs him; broughic conviction | 
enough to rhake Jews inexcuſuble,” And it was 
obvious ta-abſerve, that He who fed frve thou- | 
Je and' with. five: loaves and 'hia fiſhes, tilt they Matth: 14. 

lefg.,mpre then was ſet 'before-chem;"needed F9,20,21, 
nat:td-e in a Condition of wart'or meanneſs. 
if it- were. not' otherwiſe more nieedfol he |- 
ſhould -not' abound, i:: Gid ; that which: Hy 
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cone" to give the | 
tales of this Reformation, 'was not only to 
wage: War with: fleſh: and bhod, with loſe 
celwes winch > as gives, -bue which | 
peopetual zonrver (; euſtome' hat corfirm's; and | 1 
| which: their Gods alto, as welt 25 mnclinations; $ 
| &drconctibute: ro, which their Orixinel for, 
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| their, bodies; was: mhoſtſacret} and cheibugry 
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"1 wmithe 


and choir Re | os equally fomented 3: orVies we 
was thenthe IWarſbrp of: the- world! ororion 
their Temples, Theft its Deity, and: Drunkenneſs 


its God; 4 ciery had mary; and” to\profttnte. 


Altar-fiwes. did kmdle theſe foul beats, wherice 
Uncleanneſs is ſo often call'd Idolatry in Scri- 


pture-:\.,, And beſides all 'this, all the Te | 


and allithe. pawer of che world-iry 

Joy and: and otſe of this;:and re 5 
with all their wit ao are to keepit ſo, When 
it was thus, the Doctrine thac'muſt comers 
| oppole,'controul;; refclrn; all rtiss maſt cone 
either arm d with fire and ſword; deſign to ſec- 
tle it ſelfe by conqueſt, op. come in a way of 
meckneſs,andof Y; 5 kl vi; "The'firſt of theſe 
Religion: cannot poſſibly: deſign," becauſe it 
cannot aime to ſettle that by: 7 ie which 


cannot be forc'd, ;and- where 'tis/force, 'is not | 


Religion.) One may'as wellimvade, andh 


20 ; A conque of OVEr. tara and par A eo] | 


ains, and force a man to'will. againſt bis 
all All ſuch motiyes are incompetent -to 
demonſtrate. Doctrines;'. for.) how-ever' ſucy 
ceſsful their force proves, yet ger: an 02 
the DoCctcines true ; for by that ge 
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| it prevail'd and bad the power. Had #13 Child | 
come ſoohahadouly given fuch azeſtimony-to: 
tothe, trath 'of; Chnflanty , :as Heatbemſme 
had before; and. Tirril| me -. hath ſinget He | 2 
might indeed , have drown' d ithe ,wicked | þ 
| world a _ another Alger xr Own i 
| blood :- but ſure, never had _ { iba 

Therefore, "That 2K wy 


ll. att 


> 


TH 
kd 
bY. 
oz 
TIT 
i 
TER: 


vt 30, db Gham 
: ſhewthe world:that;th EF Sg 
; pr - better, bope,, then, ; ry 
© - wa rs glories: of this DEF cane 
| Fs ol Luo annie 4 
”" ; dide,an hl) aur 

or this f {ages of = Dh, were. bur. ſo 


_ many | 


CNT I III mos PO ee eh het —_ Ce IE ee et LL EE. 


=E dg ma | 


Heb, 7.19. | 


"= 
[7 
Saw 
—_— - — RT 
*. 
” 
” 


4 wes was. the 
you _ Pay herein afide for 


hate y > , to racks: and” tortures, 
ut ory Xt af; "Vetchey enter'd into 
CA pombe gel 
they were new bornto” God; quench their 
as thoſe wargrs'i {buti'x6- 
noune'd thein;\ over wwHhedenth þ drowt'd 
cheir afkeetions to them; -in their: dwnheart 
blogd';''1 ran feprrithe world into flames , and 
| fed fter f from the (arisfaGticnis and deli 
—_— chenvhoſeflames' mounted/t0 


Elemewriard ere': In-Gine, they Became 

Dat (6;'a51 7 hadbeen Chndtdates » 
& themſelves Ayprentiſe: 
bw,ifiewere' "Not Pe le, 
hereemacten thus, as world 
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wes tiat poſſible that Heſhouldibe'- here i ing 


but of Poverty, ard Meanneſs; nes. EX- 


anple; edohis: ifallowers NE Condition | 


ha goers: roar \'Fo give which ex- 
le, was jt ſeenis; of more: mbbeſRi, then 


y being born in Royal Purple!" ro- prevent | 
re ul mar is Jed, yRe-fer his” cots 
| diziondeſpis'd 'bim.: Arr: 


I amnot ſovam, as to hope t to Preface 
any from:this great Example: here, 'to be in 
love with Poyerty,'andwitha low" condict- 


, | on, by celling cham, this Bieth" hach een: | 
| ſecrated meanneſs;, char-we muſt not'{corn | 


thoſe things,: m which our God did: won to 
be. inftall'd, that bumiteryis,it ſtents, 

per: dcefs' for: Divinity'ito! ſhew'it' fel ls 
But whey we conſider. ;. if this' Child hed 
been, born in. a. condition of: Wealrls and 
Greatneſs, the. whole: Nation ofi.che avs 
wanld have receiv'd hinv;; whereas that' he 
choſe,prov'dan cocalion:of filth tothe; 
Yer; ws Get ſhould think # much norene- | 


cellarh''/ to) grve:us- an example a-of- Hami- 


was inecb{lary © tha -that "whole® Nation 
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| compared 


wich Lev. 


| Lok.z1,12 


Virgins of that People ;- which :Gbd'had to 
chooſe arie 'out to: overſhadow , and: impreg- 
nate. wich the! Son. of God'He'ichoſe'pne 


ofthe meveſt;{ fo be bath | repavded' the'' low 


—_— 


of the poorelttoo, for ſhe had not a' Lamb 


SITE. | 10.ffery\ buttwax putfyed, in forms paupevir 
12.6,8. R | 


| When he would reveal this Brrthalſo;thatwas 


to-bg- the : joy of 'the whole. Barth, he. did 
it to none of. that; Nation.., . but a few pooy 
ſhezbeards,,viho; were labouring- with --mid- 
. right;-watches:over their Flocks:;-none of all 
the preat:ones, that were thenateaſe, and lay 
in ſofts, was thought worthy / to. have notice 


| by; | This ſhall be 4 forne unto you ,, You fhall 
find the! Babe wrapt tl cloaths ,'\and 


| lay'd mm';a: Manger?) as if the | Manger were 
ao 4ufficient;reflimopy: to the Chriſt, -and' this 
| great'meanneſs\ were an. evidence-''twas the 
-| Meſſiah; From alltheſe together, we may.ca- 
| ſily difcayes what-thetemper 15 of Chriſ1ant 


O_ 
You ſee here theenſtitution of your Order : the 


| Fiiſt-orn- of the Sons :of : God, ' born -but 
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or the King. 
ſhould-- beheve!on him; 1: When icof all he 


| eſtate of iis Handmaiden, ſaid-ſhe; 3and' otie | 


of.it+: Laſtlyiz when. the:: Hugels: make | 
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|<o;ſuch an\Eftate,'' And what ati, | ; oj 
tothe Religion, »what+ was born! and bred { N 
with- it,” cannot- ealily -be: ppg wn re = 
Generatio:Chriſts -- generatio: 'pdpiiht+ Chrifttant ;] | chryfol, | 
naialis-Ca tap 77 dot and | | 
the he Tk thedane Laid of bixth, and'to | 
that which Chriſt 1s boxn- to, Chriſttamty it 
ſelf is born,, Neither' cam it ever otherwiſe | 
| be entertain'd in the! heart: of \any; man; *but | 
with poverty of ſpirit, with-negle& of all'che | 
ſcorns, ard the calamittes,. yea; "and all the | *þ 
gaudy glories of this world, with that' wncon- | 
cernedneſs for it, that tndifference and ſunphe | | 
ennocence that is in children, © He that recerveth | w.g.,.þ - - 
not the Kingdom of Heaven as a little Child, can- | |. of 
zot enter thereinto, ſaich Chriſt ; 'T'rue indeed, | | 
when; the. Son of | God muſt become a-htle | | 
<hild, that he may open.the Kingdom of Heaven | 


| 
to Believers. Would you ſee what humility | | 
athl {owlimeſs.ibecomes! a'Chriftian ? 'ſeethe | | 
| &od-of \Chriſttans on! his Rogal Binth-day; nA} 
| peoſon of the' Trinity, that he may take wpon | 
| him our Religion, takes upon him a/c: | - | 
| aServant;; and. He that was equal>with God, | PPM267- | 
} mult make himfetf af no Reputanon, if ne mean | 
| £6 ſettle and be the Example of our: profeſ- | 
2 =” | _ feſſion, | þ © 
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| deſcend from Heaven, and the ſons of Earth 


Founder.of them chooſe the 4.1 "1 xxconpacnl | 
] not:onely- to diſcover to us, theſe are no ac- 
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value an buffe :of Repritation more | 
| then cheir:own ſouls, and- ſex 1t above: God 
>| [arena \when will.cheſe become: Chriſtians 2 
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reuncouth\or deteſtable ching 
the whole-world; thento ſee the grggt Lord 
of Heaven become a little:one, and man that's 
magnifje hamſelf 2 i to ſee Di- 


#:/ ef. © ++» pore yang, 
pan? oe (a ed up: an the fr of ork 
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\norendops wealth, which they pile 
»A5 the old Gyamts did bulls upon hills, as. if 
y... would invade that Throne which He- 


Us frtbefot of 'many, throwing every bod 

| down, that but ſtands near o.-qper cre 
| theix way or _— Would you' fee how 
lictle value all thoſe intereſts emptinal | 


this. world; /axe' of: to Chriftians:?" ſee ithe. 


ceſhians.to felicity, This Child was the Son of 
God without, them: but to'lerus ſcecharive 
mult ck ion ſame choice. too;. when ever. 


any of tholc intereſts affront —_ or foli- 
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| them to fill their backet, and co et them high a- | 
| bove all Nations of 'the Earth,; 4nd\-whaſe ap- | 
| pearancewas notgreat and ſplendid, but loake |.-  - 
thin and maigre,. and whoſe Pronczyles and | 
Promiſes ſhew'd like the Carſes of their —_— | 
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hey _ recoucilcable with inworence, for- 
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diſpoſitiona! yeniperthardid make the Jews 
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| :Hetbath noiform nor comelineſs, when we ſhall 
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| $#* «fog thr ſhalt be ſpoken againſt zthiatis, that. 
| ſhall make ins fugnal,;t Ja 
1 Ifai.1 1-10. 
| an Enfune Tifted up;" a'Standard for all Nati- 
| ons, were not for them ro'betuke themſelves to, 
:.: {| butto level all their-batterits againſt, Accor: 


| Surely; becauſe his 
|| dors/writh and diſcompeſe it", prints deformity 


| nd; that was 


"very bolineſs b0th of this Life'and DoArine, that 
all make buns be derided | 


and blaſphem 


dingly-we find they call'd him Beelzebub, be- 


ſee bim, there 1s no beauty 'in him, that we ſhould 
_ him, be is deſpiſed and rejefted of men, 

Golineſ did haadend dar-| 
kenall his graces; \Pevotion' ina countenance 


pon it, and eyes lifted upwith ardency, look 
25bad as eyes diſtorted, iet wivrg.” "Nay Ma- | 
jeſty, when itwas moſtſevere and pious, never 
yer\could gnard Retigion from theſe ſcorns, | 


ſelf, I wept and chaſten'd m FF with \ a 
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| correfted for his diſcipline, I. put on Sack-cloth | 
alſa, and they jefted upon mes they that ſat in the | | 
gate ſpake egainſt me, and the Drunkards made| 
Songs upon me, Hure theſe jolly men arenot 
companions to thoſe Angels, in whoſe preſence 
there 1s joy over one funner that repenteth ; that his | ©1519 
vertue ſhould be a rejozcing, anda fong to them 
too. Certainly the penitent mans tears danot 
fill cheir chearful bowls, nor his groans make | 
thoſe airs which they ſet their drunken catches | - | 
to. But that we may be ſure ut never will be | 
otherwiſe, St. Peter tells us,.That tn the laſt. : rer..3. 
days there ſhall come: ſcoffers, walking, after thetr | 
own lufts, Now the men of our dayes have 
the luck to obey Scripture thus far as to make | 
chat Prophecy to come. toi paſs ; for thoſe | 
ſeaffers axe come in power and greatg/ory. 'The 
Pſalmiſt tells us of a chair of ſcornerg, as if theſe xl. 1. 1, 
were the only men that ſpeak ex cathedra : - 
and: fare [off and taunts at Religion are the 
 onely things that: may be talk'd with confidence: 
' a loud: . Fhey imprint an Authority on what 
is ſaid, and converſations that are moſt-inſ1- 
pied on all-ather ſcores, get accomprt. as they 
| come. up.towards this practiſe : herice they 
gain degrees, commence ingenious as they border 
; wy on 
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Bur it ſtays not there; For 2. Upon the 
fame. account of (triftneſs of Religion, men 
- Es wilt: fall. o of from,- and openly renounce both 
| Chriſt a= Religion, 'T his is that our Sa- 
as 19. Pour my hk Lrobt (ſaith he) ts come #n- 


- | [tothe world, and men lov'd darkneſs rather than 


| | the' legbt, bord fe their deeds were evil,” And 

| Mar 21.3, | BE Jaid of the Phaniſces, They repented not that 

| they might believe , as knowing 1t impoſhble 

chat they could:venture' to believe that Do» 

| Etrine which-condemn'd thoſe courles they 
would not repent of, 

And if I ſhould afhirm, 'chat'it js nothu 
elſe but mens wnwellingneſs to be oblig/d'to hot 
things, which if there bea God; and. a Relepten 
which this Child was fer to inſtieure, they 
muſt account themſelves vbliy'd to; 

elſe bur this, which makes'them © milling 
; ' to believe a God or Chriſt ; yea, openly renounce 
| ' them both, and cheir Religion, I ſhould have 
, for this, not onely the- lace inſtance: of-a Na- 
_ | Congo. | tion-in:the Iudies, which by infticution of the 
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| aGod, wernuſt needs think He can do things 
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and renounce their Heathen Licences,they choſe 
racher to renounce their Creed and Savioyy, 
and return'd inſtantly to their indulgent Hea- 
theniſme, But to this experience, give me | 
leave to __ chis wg, fo it wi el | 
uity of che myſteries of faith, and their being 
es our 6. 8 on, which makes them | 
not to be receiv'd, 
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| 'd, becauſe there are as great | 
cifficulcies in things that we are certain of. For 


in the very ſphere of Reaſt on, Within the [ines | 


of which ſhe does aflure her ſelf by diayyams | 
objects in the bigheſt and remoreſt Regions of 
faih , and Prices hart wh Ned | 
that ſtand in a5 great danger 'of a conttadiCti- 

on as any of Reliywns myſteries, . while reaſon 
curot cape what ſhe demonſtrates, but is. to. 
ſeek how thoſe things can be 2 xt which: 
ſhe proves moſt certaine, arid they art zntom- 
prebenſable t0 her, even when they ate moſt 
evident; and then fure if we can think chere 1$ 
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we,: cannot comprehend, when 1t 15 ' plain our 


| reaſon cannot comprehend what ſhe ber ſelf does 


find out aud create. .It, is not, therefore: con- 


makes things of Ae/zgton fo mcredible, which 
I thus demonſtrate to the Athers?. 


Thoſe very difficulties, to. avoid which, 
Being that is of himſelf ;, theſe very things he 
ky pr does acknowledge in the being of the 


world, if that,cither be.uc ſelf Eternal (as the 


| Ltheiſt of the Peripatenck Tribe will have it) 
| or elſe if its atomes, out, of which it was con- 


creted, were : (as thoſe of Epricurus heard aſ- 


| fert. In a ward, if they-ſay the world or its 
| materials were made, they grant a God. that 
| made it; -If they ſay they were not made, 


they aſlert then'aw Eternal Being.of its ſelf ; 


| ©: "| that, is, They allow choſe difficulties for which 


they pretend to.deny a God... * 
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( rreater I could;prove them, from the!di- 
verſe. nagures of; gorporeal,. and. ſpiritual be- 
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| ings, for we are (are, inbodzes that are (till in 
| motion, and fo. ſubject to; ſucceſſien., thoſe 
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tradiCtion to Reaſon, but to Appetite, that 


things are impo.lible, but if there be a Being 


There being therefore the ſame difficulties, | 
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he denies a God ; to wit, Thoſe of, an Eternal 


that 
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| that is -10t tm motions8e by conſequence,nor fub- 
| zect to the /aws of our time, all theſe knots un- 


| vo place. Burt to ſay no. more» then I-hav 


| Atheiſts hypeeſs 2 inthe otber, -*tis apparent; 
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tie chemſelves,thoſe difficulties vanifſh& have 
ſhew'd, there being the fon diffeculues,) 1 11 the 


not. the dijficulties of beheef, buepbeſtites "make 
him fix upon his own agairitighe common nonons 
of the world.'So.that 'cis not. : his underſtanding, 


but his appetite franies hishy 


15. molt evident, ithat;Becanſe niendoynor love 
the precepts of Religion, would not have'thern | 
be their: duty, therefore: they would:have the 


they cannot; reſolve robe otherwaſe, LR 


,But x were ſtrangeif upon: hog account, 


Sk Jeaxng attick. ta xeconcile his ſevere 
ner;and out Sins together Where Vice! 


theſes, & without | : 
| figure,tis bis will thathe Fi 225/f wath,\ And i it 


meſtabennds,though it.be willfal and men} | 
| preſercginic » they axe: {0 far: from: finduig 
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Goſpel for this, that they cherefore take the 
falerbold of z1,relyupon Him with rhe bo/zer, 


miſtaken; whed he:thoaght , becauſe men 
would not leave thoſe'{ins which Chriſt fo 
cliceatyed;' therefore they would leave him: 

becauſe they. could not beare thoſe his hard. 
a mer tort "of cangreeſiſ --} 

away kres 'O wejs, a 

Kr ht band that receives them alſo ;/ there- 
ys »voold caſt ff himforfor this reaſon 
they: becake Themſelves —_ mote eaperty, 
devolvc ant-caſt chanſelves him with. 
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Pagans chercforrabiolit 3 it wbſoleoely "#10 
ley, ro renoance the-one , "and vo tezect 
Chriſtand his ſil? Religion. was" rafter they 
thought, Our Srvwraiſo might mizht -fuppoſe, 


thar when he brought «ihr incoche wore, 
men would nor receive char ht ecauke their 
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bred up to endure, and 0 defie the li he; Our. | 
deeds of night have learn'd to faceboth Sur | 


and Men, yea and face. the Sun,of 'Righteouſ- 


receive them, Our Saviour fold qhe Phgriſecs 
indeed , that that they repented not , that they 
might believe, for thinking. ir uppaſbble vhey 
could aſſext.to what he did affirm, except they 
would conſent to what;.he did. cammang ,..\ He 
therefare thought they were -xof - als to 
believe, becauſe they would yot . purpoſe, te 
amerd.. , Buthere is nothing difficult. in. this 
$t9ps,: who.at the ſame time, are {Þ perfect! 


| reſolv'd that every threat of Goſpel is {o | 
| dryine truth, as that we aſluxe our ſglves2 chat 


of them ; yereven then are Martyrs to-thalr 
luſts and: paſſions which. thoſe threats belong 
that ſajes , except ,ye.repent y#-ſball all periſb; 


and believe alſo, that notwithtiandirg .we do 


not. repent, yet. by ;Belteving we ſhall [cape, 
not. periſh, bue.Þe-ſav'd., Ayd isnot;this di; | 


| xe&ly to believe.our ſelves | ipto damnation ? 


the 


 veſs . and the light of thale. flames, that are 19 | 
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| This Child-i is for the Fall f many, tO 
it , of alli choſe,” who on theſe, or any 0- 
| thergrounds doinvt believein,” or do not obey 


Tine, 

- This our Saviour does en, St. John 3.19, 
| Thi rs the condemuation that light came into the 
| world, &c: This does. appravate theguilt; and 
| ſentence, We werefal'n before indeed wAdam: 
and I'Yarenot undertake to be-ſo learned to 
| ay whether ; to determine with ſoinie of thetn, 
that-was but a fall-from- Paradiſe "into the 
ge and we were forfeit to death only : But 


Yan , fuiners Finally impeniterit- ſhall: fall 
inelFarther their'we did in the foſt Adam, 

' Now their pit ſhall have 10 bottom , but this 
bobt thatcame-to lighteh them, ſhall be to them 
confetning'f fire, and evertaſhug burnings, © And 
all reaſon itithe world; For, upon 264 fall of 
ours in Adam, help was offer'd' ns: an'eafie 
way,.not only to repair thoſe ryines,. but to 
better infcecly that eſtate which'' we were 
faln from ; ard a way that coſt God dear 


to 


| bins, who: ſhall therefore fall into Reval | 


adventure to affirm,: chat inthe ſecond, 
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Now if we refuſe the mercy.of-all this ,' and 


| ſcorn theſe, mixacles. of. condeſcending good- 
| neſs, and defie thoſe-methads, that he makes 
| uſe of, to raiſe. us from our fall,/1t js apparent 
| we proyoke and chooſe 'deeger ruine ; this xefuſal 
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| hath in it ſuchdeſperate maligrity,as topoy-|- 


ſon this great mercy of the Incarnataten, and 
all the reſt, . Tis but a ſmall ching to fay, 
tthey who Stumble at this Rock, of their Sal- 
vation, 
dience, that theſe make an- inficute. maſs. of 
loving-kindneſs to, be loſt upon them, ſo. as 
that Salvation;cannot ſave:them ; for alas Sal- 
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their fall, "The condition;they were forfeit. to 
before by reaſon of their-[breachof the! firlt 
covenant, was afvantage,comfortable-in com- 
pariſon of that whichChriſt-dos put them an: ' 
Thas ts the Condemnation, that he came,into the 
world: and it had been infinitely better;for | 
them that,this child, teoz had never been; horn, 
'The unreform'd'have the leaſt:xeaſon-in the 
they.do but 
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oocalien of their prearer condemiiation, Sach 
it proves to them,Bethar-it might be ſo, He was 
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by Gods dirt} aypbentment; for faith Grotize, 
rut” petant Hon: madum eventiim ſel 

Dei forifieats, Tam of their; opinion, 
who underfland not the ſucceſs alone, but the Fg 
fo of et this Childs commy, and'Gods conn, #l in tt 
inanled bers, And" Sh——_ ting” of 
Gods antecedent will", and conſt ton 222; ithis is 
ſafely ſerd : Gol deſign'd this Chi and ſhould 
befughian one;*thar they whotad no in- 
olinations for Pireae ; would not entercain 
the live of it, bit coonted: it” a'meay peduntick 
and all its Rules & Laws, iy rag 


R ſervitide; theſe looſe mien would icertainl _ 
[jr Herund: his Dries, which were | 
| 'vere andfIris; Thoſe char did precend friend- 

| Tip foo we, and'a __—_— forReligin, but 
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other 


| him; God delion dth;3Cbild 2obe 4- cans of 


fandtly  deobelirve., or diſobry 


bringing ſorer puniſhments, cvets t: evirlaſhing 


| rutne upon fuch, 


 Ablackderrer:this one woilil ehink, He 
that had fo much: kindneſs” for mankuid, ts 


 bis- Aﬀettions » and his Boſome tothen:; could 
he. \that gzft eo be the roine of the 


ken a God bimfor their fall? 


gon of greatijoy that foul br'to 
__ de- 


— 
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of it to them? | 
. But Ye hams no nt to ;:complaine; \tis 


06 upkind to-deny Mercy to: them char refuſe 
the. offers of it; _ [l-not atcept Sal vattin; 


when their, Gd bimfelfidoes.cometo'bringir: 


bt them ;; renders. ic. Upon condition of accepting: 
20d amending +: whiclaaif they» deſpiſe ,- and 


' preferre Helf: before Repentance; chooſe ſa 'ra- 
ther then.G, ods bleſſed retributions, * tis but rea- 
' fon todeny them iwhar:they./will not have, 
| anxlechern take their choſen: on will their 


| judgement which they will themſelves , ſet 

and ordeige]Him- to = thatto them, which | 

cheraſelves; doerdeine, and: make himto be to 

| chemſelyrs. ).So. Sc, Peter Aays':exprelsly-: | 
Hes, a Stont of Pumblin and a Rock To offence | 

| to them who being diſobe far 

whereunts. the Jv. WERE... appotnted, Diſobedience 

where'ir-is ebdurate, alters ſo the tertipes of | 

| our God, that. it makes Him who ſwears he 


nt ſtumble at the word, 


would not bave the funner. die, yet ſet out his ſon 
tO ys ag Ji wh. founers fall 1nto: eternal. tink. 
Makes judiement iiumph. oyer-me$cy, even: in 
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vails with him-to decree 1ums.by the'means of 
that falvatian;, to decree even in the midit of 


ly.to eſcape that which is ſe and 'ordiin'd for 
os by God 2+ Whether they can hope for a 
redemption, when the only gr2at Redeemer is ap- 
pointed for the Inſtrument of their deſtruttion ; 
and God 1s ſo bent on their rune, that to-pit- 
chaſe 1t hegzves thes Child bis Son; Yea, when 
he did Jook down upon thes Son in Agontes, 
and on the Croſs, in the midſt of 'that ſad 
proſpect, yet the rune of (uch finners, which 
he there beheld in his Sons blood; 'was'a de- 
lght-to bim, that alſo was a ſacrifice, ' and a 
eric of a ſweet ſmell to-him, © For Saint 


vour of death unto death to them: | As'if their 
brimſtone, did : aſcend like Incenſe, ſhed a per- 
fuiie up-to God, and their everlaſting burnings 
.wert-:h1s' Altar-fires, kindled ns hihcaifts 2 


all-thoſe ftxrvings of his verries, that thatIſſutbf | 
his kendneſ's ſhould be for the fall of ſuch as they, | 
Oh ! let ſuch conſider, whether they are tke- 


Ravel ſays, IVe-are unto God a It weet ſavour of | 
Chriſk enthem that periſh, becauſe we are the ſ«-| 


| 2Cor.2.15 
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and He may: well be' pleaſed with it, for'He| 
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Tis-erue- indeed, thrs' Child 'radeng as in| 
he aw. one City, whoſe fall he was ſer for on 
leas'& wich, © wept over it mpity,, 
deplor d and deſperate condition of fuch finners, 
\ Bleſſed Saviour + Hadſt thou no blood to fhed 
for them? - zotbewp but- teays 2: or didft thou 
| weep'to think thy very bloodfped does but make 
ther gwch nes "a2" who refuſe the mesr- 
| Cy of that bloodſhed all: the time that is: of- 
fer'd ? Sad is their fate thac can find no pity 
18 the tears of Gad, and remedileſs theis con- 
dition for whomall that the Sow of God:could | 
do, 'was to: weep oves them, all that- he:did 
| | da for them, was to be their fall; Too ſada 


-| part indeed for: Fefts Salenoity, very im- 
prapes for a *BenediQrs and Magmficat, 'T'o 
Sify cls Tye cory by the finer 
| X : miſery" it 
| I wi vaſt deſcent of 
God, fram Heaven down'to. Eats, onely b 
reaſon of the. fall of: man ucothe loweſt Hel 
| of which-that:was the. cauſe: My Fexchavh | | 
| oeeceo'thivgyiia view: the: greatnefs wh>7 . 


| | thisC bild ix ſet for bt Mifong nguen of many : my 


| of ignorance art ſix : a fra from which reco- 


+ very 13 _ | 

| cure: of ens:as:5& | \ 5, 1, HFherefort be 
Jaith, A wake? thou that fleepeſt 8 tvi;a in rug» [ 

| and ariſe from-the deud, And 'Row.6, 13. . Jeet | 

|'not_pinr members gs. inſtruments. of anrighreouſ- | 

_ !]-weſs wnto fon, but yieltyour ſelves unto Golly as | 


oa. 


| boſe: that are #lrve from the dead, Now to | 
| mule us) from the death.of ſin, wnto the life | 
| of Righteonſugſt by the amendment of out own | 


|+hing hes Child is ſaid h2re to be ſet for, 'This |: 
|-was that wiuch Grd thought worth an;Jucar- | 
| #48t0n:;2 neither was thereany greater thing m-| 
| the proſpet/of his everlaſting; Counſel, when. 
|He did decree his Sou into che world, then 


refer to the foregoing fall here in che Text, 
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fall does bur add height ta char. ReſureeFion 


tn. ear 


remainumng Part; ©: Yka Rv all - e411 T1961 
| Riſing ngatyy docs hot rficylarly antonly 


which this Child did occaſion, as Iſhew'd you, 
its natzye and-its'raſtoms, layivgulf'd, che ſhare 


y dniraeny 8 ve{urrefiion and 2 
life, and ſo: call'd/ m Scrip- 


on 


livesg'to recover -us into a fhute of yirtaey i3the | 


af 
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but to the ſtate wherein all mankind, both in | 
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Preceh'd before the King, 


] Heb.1.3. 


| thatgaras; cblra; He is ſerfor this; "The 


CCC Chee ens 


Word was mads fleſh to teach, praftiſe 5 and 
perſwade to Vertue'; '\''T'o make men reform 
their lives, was valued at the price of :aperſor 
of the Trinty, ' Prety and his exinanttion, yea, 
his blood and hfe,; were ſet at the ſame rates, 
All of Him giv'n for our recovery, TIE 
 -: 'The. time would faile me if I ſhould:at- 
tempt.only to name.the various methods He | 
makes uſe- of to.efte&t this. How this Child | 
that was the. briyhtneſs of bis Fathers glory, 

came: to lighten 'us, ſhining 4n 'his Defirime 
and Example: how he ſent-more - APPS 8c | 
'Fongues, Hlaminations of the Holy Ghoſt to 
guide us in the ways of piety:- how he ſuf- 
Þe'd Agomes and: Death for {1n to-appale and 


| fright-us-from it; +» How He-roſe- again to 
|-confirm Judgement to-us, to.demontrate the' 
| rewards of immortalsty'tothem thatwill repent, 
| and leavetheir ſms, and everlaſting torments to 
| thoſe chat refuſe.this Grace FT: Grace purcha- 

| ſed with the blood-of God, toemable them to 


repent and leave.” Beſides all theſe, "The Arts 


| and :eMHeſnage of his Provatence, itt preventing 
| and following us by Metcres and by Judgments, 


| 4mportuning.us,/ and timeing all his bleſſed'Me- 
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thods 
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| apgreny s.if we-make' no:other uſe of Grace 
ut.this, to fir againſt,and overcome all: Grace, | 


NY EC commencement A 
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ſteadof: doing that which:he was ſet, decreed 
0, | 


| paſs in:any kind-;+ Now,: certainly there are 
noevident ſigns of any greatrecovery this Child | 


|now.call d\ ChriÞtas, After thoſe omnipo- 
| tent inforcives to.@ vertuous life, which he did 
| work obt,if we take a proſpect of both worlds, | 
\it would: be haxd - to know which: were:the 
'| Heathen ;)-and there would-appear ſcarce atiy 
| other notice of a Chriſt 4mong us, but tharwe 


_—_ 


33 


thods of - Salvation to our moſt advantage;| 
Axts, God knows, too many, if they ſerve us 
onely to reſt, and turn to wantonneſs and ag- 


and make it bo/fter Vice, by teachingit tobe an 
incouragement. to go on-in.it ; from ſome 
hopes we entertain.by reaſon of thes: Child, in- 


to make us 


lafting Counſel of the Lord had had: ſome good 
eftects,ſome,though never ſo little happy ex- | 
ecution of this great decree, and that which 
Godordern'd from all Eterntty, upon ſuch glo- 
rious and magnificent terms, were:come to 


hath. wrought among; us-'n the warld:thar's 


| 1%] 7heme Him or deride Hum, - Sure I am, 


ym—__ 


And _ I would be glad to ſee this ever- |. 


by A 
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there 
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is of Setmak Dera bfeve the Kinx,@ 


chew are-no footfteps of Him in the livey-of 
| + - the; community of:men: and- I amigertaine 
= thar-you' cannot ſhow me any Heathen age 
Ei  [ ourgoirg -ourgy/either. na and foal 
4 effomingctes ,* «or Im :: wdMinofy and boſe mjw- 
[aac ” Frauds and falſenefs, or walignty, 
E: hypecrifie Or treachery, or to name no move, 
> | even in the loweſt, moſt 1puoble; di  fermreniows 
1. farts:of Vice; In fine; man.:are-now- 2s | 
Earthy, Senſual, yea, and Devihſb, as when | 
| Sens and Devils were their Gods, - - 
| Yea, Ent needs fay, thar thoſe timesof 
| dark and Heathen! ignorance , weve mn Matty 
times of ſhining vertue; and the little ſpark 
| of kgbt wazhin them, ike out throngh all 
| ——— I Kon e $;tothewen. 
b dex and cenfuſton'ot, moft Che 5 
|  -[trwe, WE 25e- Prity: wr mr on-them for | 
S rting us Examples: fo —— 
7 - calinguhetr Heroich actions, ' ſp 
0; cats, only beautraus fins, ardpell fi ren wy | 
C neſſes, andwie have 2 Jnreor oy it, becauſe 
they-never'beard of Chris; "whoſe om nf 
Herts, *tis.moſ'Certamy, '15' the'ohely* hf 
tharean give, ulyo-anc agceptance' eo hens 
--- than vids on the wig rear we 


__Cbriſtts. | 
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Chriſtians comfort and ſecure our felves inour [ 

tranſgreſſions from this Child, and from his 
Name, But if this Child were fet to raiſe us 
up from fin, and to eſtabliſh fironger arguments 
for 4 good_Jife then the Heathen ever heatdof, 
more ef} pectal Drvine engagements to vertue ; | - 


. 
—_— 


I 


chen if their vertues were, becauſe they ne- 
ver heasd of theſe engagements tothens, ſins, | 
what cenſare will be paſt upon their ations 
that know all thoſe engagements and deſpiſe | 
them ? unleſs to defy knowledge, and provoke &\ 
| | againſt all Divine obligations, all that:God | 
could lay, ſhall prove more tollerable then | 
to labour to.obey withoat them, without know- | 
| * | zng why, "Tis true, they had notcheard itmay 
be of that Name, theti which: there 1s io other | 
Name wider Heaven grven ants men wherehy Ads 4.82. | 
they may be ſaved, Yet they endeavour'd in | 
ſome meaſare to do that, which He' that 
j "owns that Name, and wrougtit'the'Cove- 
nant of thoſe Salvations, does require. We 
; know that Name, and have it call'd upon us, 
andikrow.too, T hat be: that names that Name, 
(that calls; himfelf a Chriſtian, owns rhe-be- + 
ing a retainer to: the Holy Fefus ) miſt depart ztiw3.19/ 
from-Imiquity, otherwiſe 1t 1s 110 naftie of Sal- | _ | 
LA a1 Þ-2 - vation | __ _||- 
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Verſe 20. 


1 Verſe 28. 


Ibid. 
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vation to him, yet; we never mind the domg 
that ; and then which hath the better Plea ? 
'The Heathens ſure were better, though he 
were not Vertuous,. OD 
- Andif fo, give:me leave to tell you, how 
not only this Child, but this Reſurreftion too 1s | 
for our fall. | 

In the firſt Chapter to the Romans, we ſhall 
find/thoſe-Heathens, when they did neglect to 
follow the direCtion of that light within them, 
by which they were able to diſcover in ſome | 
meaſure,! the tvifable: things of Ctod, when 
they did-no longer care to retame Cod in their 
knowledge; then they quickly left off ro be 
.men; andwhen they cea(t to hearken to their | 


E means we have: reſiſted, we ſhall 
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tionably more vile in the conſequents of doing | 
ſo, keep at equal rates of, diſtance from thoſe 
Heathens, that the aggravations of our guilt 
ſtand at from theirs, Whether, alas ! are we 
lkecod}L..; 145. he 
"Tis an amazing refleEtion , one would oo 
tremble to conſider, how the Chriſtian world | 0 |. 
does ſeem to haſten . into. that condition 
which St Paul does there decipher : You 
would think that Chapter were ourCharafter: | 
but that we have reaſon, to, expect. we ſhall 
fall /owey into much mage vule. affettions then 
thoſe Heathens | did , as having. fall/n down 
from a greater bebt then they. 


Conſider-whether men do not declare they 
like not to retain God in their thoughts, when they 
endeavour to diſpute and to 'deride him. too | 
outof the World! "Tis true, they have .not ' | 
ſet up any fons.0x monſters in cheir, Templesy, 
as they did :- but if they can empty 


Ged and C brift.,and cheir Relig 70 IKE 
room, we may imagine eaſily on e, V.otaries. 
they will be, that live: as if they ; thought | | 
themſelves unhappy charchey had nor Jv} in 
thoſe good Pagan dayes , when, they .nught 5 
haye ford with devotion, been, moſt wickedly: [ 
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Ig" mel} Ont inknchyſt ties nd 
wieusr, wiſer s 4 dare fay ane 
Gentlemen, or our — » Would hn 


| beer Athriffs or thre: Miour then, al | 


. Think whether thoſe are not atready #1 
that reprobate ſence-St, Paul does ſpeak forho 


| have caſt off all difcrimoratiny norins,” of goed 


| or evil;who ſay inthiir hearts, & affirm openly, 


| there are none fuch irerah-and nature : and 


if we ſtwuldtry by thoſe effeEts,verſe 29,30, 


| 31. orby that' efſentiat fignature, 32."verſe, 


they, tiot.onhy comit Flleh thrnys, but have plea- 
fare in them'that do them kc 2 becanie they 
cannot have from thoſe commiſſons, when 


| they. donor commit them, therefore their 
debanch'd mms muftbe farisfied there isno | 


| &fA iti thoſe doings, ahd muſt reap the plea- 
fure only offach fatisfaEtions : fat 5 is, have 
amnrttuns and pleaſures oxely of a repro- 

{Tn fine, (becauſe Fdare nor pro- 
"4 er} Men finck'fo falt, as if 
Holy to faltas far below hama- 
mae this Child did below tis Drvinry, 

you thus. break. Hecrees, fr 

A Peck? 'th the everla Ml fel of 
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tr Child for your riſong again : do not throw |.- | 
your ſelyes down into ruine mn deſpite of his | 


Predeſt tnations, He hath carried up your nature 
into Heaven , plac'd Fleſh in an union with | 


Drvinity, ſet it there at the right hand of God FE 


in Glory; do not you debaſe and drag it 


down again to Earth and Hell by worlalineſs | 


and carnal ſenſuality, Make appear this Child 
hath razs'd you up, already made a reſurre- 
fon of your = s and your affettons ; they | 
converſe, and trade in Heaven : and that you 


| do not degenerate from that nature of yours 
that is there, 'Then this Child who is Himſelf 
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the Reſurrettion and theLife , will raife up | "ERR 


your Bodies too, and make them hkke hrs glore- | 


ous body, by the working of his mighty power, | Phit.3, 22. 
by which be 1s able to ſubdue all dis to bnſ.if | | 


'To whom with the Father, and the H, Ghoſt | 


beall Bleſſing, Power'and Praiſe ,- Dommnton | 


ard Glory for Evermore, 
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